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                 MEMORANDUM

Date:
December 23, 2009






To:
Permit Applicants
From: 
Tim Hennes, Senior Building Inspector

Re:
Permit Applications January 1, 2010 

The effective date of enforcement of the 2009 International Residential Code is January 1, 2010. City offices are closed on Friday January 1, so the new regulations will be enforced on all projects that are applied for on or after Monday January 4, 2010. 

Following is information required on plans when submitting for a building permit on or after January 4, 2010. 
2009 International Residential Code Update
Additional information required to be noted or drawn on building plans when submitting for permits effective January 1, 2010 

1. Smoke detectors required to be identified in each bedroom, hallways leading to bedrooms and at least one on each floor level.  

2. Carbon monoxide detectors required to be identified outside each sleeping area in the immediate vicinity of the bedrooms.
3. Radon control method required to be identified either with a drawn detail or a plan note.
4. Stairs need to be detailed to show riser height will not exceed 7 ¾ inches and minimum tread width of 10”. Also, stairs with more than 30” rise need solid risers or openings such that a four inch (4”) sphere will not pass through.
5. House to garage separation will be provided with a minimum ½ inch gypsum board on walls and ceilings unless there is habitable room above the garage then the ceiling will have minimum 5/8 inch type X gypsum board.
6. Windows required to have safety glazing will need to be identified on the plans.

a.  Glazing in tub enclosures and within 5 feet of tubs, showers, whirlpools, hot-tubs, and pools if also within 60” of the walking surface. 

b.   Within 24” of a door’s edge when in the closed position if also within 60” of a walking surface

c.   Within 5’ of the top or bottom of stairs if also within 60” of a walking surface

d.   Within 18” of the floor if also greater than 9 square feet in area
7.  An attic access opening of minimum 20” x 30” is required in a corridor, hallway or other readily accessible location.  It shall not be located in a closet, bathroom, mechanical room, laundry room or similar room or locations.  

8.  Eight visit-ability requirements required to be shown on the plans:

a. Interior doors: At least one bedroom, one bathroom and all other passage doorway header widths, on the level served by the designed step-less entrance, must be framed to accommodate a minimum 38” clear rough opening. The framing for the doorway width opening may be reduced to accommodate any door size provided public funds are not used in which the minimum door clear opening shall be thirty-two inches (32”) when the door is open ninety degrees (90 ), measured between the face of the door and the opposite stop. 


Note: A 34” door hung in the standard manner, provides an acceptable 32” opening.


Exception:  Doors serving closets twenty-four inches (24”) or less in depth.

Plans shall show that all doors required to meet this regulation are allowed enough space to meet this requirement and identified with a note stating “Minimum Framed Opening Width 38 - Actual Door Size [insert door size].” 


b. All wall switches, controlling light fixtures, fans, all temperature control devices and all receptacles shall be located in an area between fifteen (15) and forty-eight (48) inches above finished floor. 


c.
Electrical panels shall be located so that the individual circuit breakers are located between 15” and 54“ above the floor.


d.
Sanitation facilities: There must be at least one bathroom containing a water closet (toilet), lavatory (sink) and a shower, bathtub, or combination bath/tub located on the level of the dwelling to be accessed by a step-less entrance. The room must be designed in a manner that will provide a minimum of thirty inches (30”) by forty-eight inches (48”) clear floor space at the water closet and lavatory. The clear floor space shall not be obstructed by a doorway swing; however, clear floor space at fixtures may overlap if sufficient maneuvering space is provided within the room for a person using a wheelchair or other mobility aid to enter and close the door, use the fixtures, reopen the door and exit. Doors may swing into the clear floor space provided at any fixture if the maneuvering space is provided. Maneuvering space may include any knee space or toe space available below bathroom fixtures. 




Exception:  


If public funds are not used and a proposed bathroom design shows a shower, bathtub or combination tub/shower can be provided within the room or an adjoining room than the shower or bathtub is not required. 


e.
Wall Reinforcement: A bathroom must be provided with wood blocking installed within wall framing to support grab bars as needed. The wood blocking, when measured to the center, will be located between thirty-three inches (33”) and thirty-six inches (36”) above the finished floor. The wood blocking must be located in all walls adjacent to and behind a toilet, shower, or bathtub. 


f.
Step-less Entrance: At least one building entrance must be designed, without encroaching into any required parking space, that complies with the Iowa City Building Code standard for an accessible entrance on an accessible route served by a ramp in accordance with section R311.8 or a no-step entrance. The accessible route must extend from a vehicular drop-off, or parking to a building entrance. The entry door must have a minimum net clear opening of thirty-two inches (32”).


Note: Iowa City code only requires one parking space for single family dwellings


g.
Garages: Must be wired for power operated overhead doors. 
h. All exterior decks and patios surfaces adjacent to the level served by the designed step-less entrance must be built within four inches (4”) of the dwellings finish floor level or top of threshold whichever is higher for at least fifty percent (50%) of the deck or patio area.

9. Dwellings incorporating designed lightweight materials such as trusses or engineered lightweight material (including but not limited to wooden I-Beams, cold-form steel or light gauge bar joist trusses) in the structural floor or ceiling areas, shall protect the floors/ceilings areas as follows:



a. Not less than ½ - inch gypsum board with joints taped and fastener heads treated on the underside of the floor/ceiling system. 


b. The area is protected with an automatic residential fire sprinkler system. 

c. Dimensional lumber such as 2 x 10 or 12 is used in the floor/ceiling construction.

d. Other approved fire resistive material or construction.
10. Egress windows need to be identified.
11. Deck footings are required to be properly sized.
Also, please remember that projects requiring energy calculations, the state of Iowa adopted the 2009 International Energy Conservation Code and verification of compliance to that code is required.
